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salute

JUNE REPORT AND
JULY SERMONS - 1955

THE SPIRITUAL KINGDOM
By J. EMMETT WAINWRIGHT
July 3, 1955

Radio Sermon No. 179

Luke 22:24-27: "And there arose also a contention among them,
which of them was accounted to be greatest. And he said unto them.
The kings of the Gentiles have lordship over them; and they that have
authority over them ar .e called Benefactors. But ye shall not be so:
but he that. Is greatest among you, let him become as the younger;
and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For )llfhich is greater, he
t.hat sitteth at meat, or he that servt;lth? is not. he that sitteth at meat?
but I am in the midst , of you as he that se,:veth."
Impression

and Formation

Circumstance
and environment influence thought and mold character. Depressions and suppressions cause tl).e victim to recall periods
Some
of prosperity, and they de':elop the desire for a restoration.
harbor illusions and form obsessions, and strange meanings are forced
upon sacred prophecies.

,·

The Israelites were burdened, in the main, with false expectancies
.of the promised Messiah and his kingdom. Furthermore,
they despised
their status of subjection to the Roman authorities, and would have
welcomed a period of violence in hope of restoring the literal kingdom
of Israel. T1iey longed for a mighty king like David to pave the way
for material prosperity as it was in the days of Solomon.
The ancient scriptures presented two gr ·oups of prophecies concerning the expected Messiah and his sovereign reign. Some predictions
pictured him as the Prince of Peace, whose government and peace
would continue to increase. Other prophecies depicted the Messiah as
a conquering hero with a mighty host. The Hebrews were unable to locate the harmony, and preferred the latter (Isaiah 2: 4; 9: 6,7; Daniel
2:44; Psalms 24).
Position and pageantry prevailed in the kingdoms of the Gentiles;
their kings appointed men arbitrarily, with delegated authority, to rule
as lords. And they were classified as great, greater and greatest. Therefore Israel was influenced by the false expectancies of their race and
the circumstances
prevailing among the Gentiles.
The disciples of the Lord were no exception. Those who were being
disciplined for the apostleship entertained
erroneous conceptions of ·
the promised kingdom-as
to nature, establishment, organism and function. The Master exercised great patience with them as · he corrected,
admonished and instructed in the hope of their enlightenment
(Matthew·
18:1-3; 20:20-28).
Christ emphasized the truism that it would not be so with his kings
dom and his people. The Lord placed the true values of spiritual proPage 3
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g~ess u~on faithfu! service. He demonstrated
by washing the feet of
his . disciples, and illustrated with the question about the master and
servant. The Son of God declared that he did not come into the world
to be served, but to serve; and to give his life a ransom for many
(Luke 22:24-30; Matthew 20:28).
Material

and Spiritual
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the day of the Lord's ascension. Chris t had instructed them that some
would not taste of death until they should see the kingdom come with
power. On Pentecost following the ascension of Christ, they did see
with the "eye of understanding."
Henceforth they never inq uired about
its nature or establishment
(Acts 1:6-8; Mark 9:1; Acts 2).
Customs and Traditions

The scene in the "upper room" was drawing to a close when Jesus prepared his disciples for a lesson soon to be learned: "But now,
he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise a wallet; and he
t~at ~~th none, let him sell his cloak, and buy a sword." They said unto
him: Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said unto them, It is
enough." The small number was sufficient for the occasion (Luke 22 ·
.
36-38).

Israel was divided into warring sects because of their cu stoms; the
Pharisees were self-righteous
and zealous for their tradi tions. They
often posed shyster-type questions in hope of ensnaring the Lord . And,
in the hope of a revolution , they inquired, "When cometh the kingdom?"
And Jesus replied: "The Kingdom of God cometh not with observation; neither shall they say, Lo, here! or There ! for lo , the kingdom
of God is within you" (Luke 17:20,21).

We are told that it was the custom for grateful students to greet
the_ ca~able teacher with a kiss, but Judas Iscariot disgraced the salutat10n m the form of a betrayal. Confusion followed, and Peter severed
the ear of a servant with his sword. He was commanded t,y the Lord to
"Put up thy sword into its place; for all they that take th~ sword shall
perish with the sword." Christ then added: "Or thinkest thou that I
cannot beseech my Father, and he shall even now send me more than
twelve legions of angels? How then should the scriptures be fulfilled
,
that thus it must be?" (Matt. 26:62-64),

This pa ssag e has been belabored and wrested with strange interpretations . False expectancies were not confined to the religious groups
of two thousand years ago . Some have striven to elimin ate the reality
of the kingdom; and others ha ve ende avored to postpone by substitution . Surely the Son of God did not instruct those self-righteous partisans that the sacred virtues of the spiritual kingdom were already in
their hearts .
The phrase "within you" did not fully satisfy the scholars engaged
in the tram;lations ; and they inserted an explanatory no te in the margin: "In the midst of you." In a preparatory manner, the Master was
disseminating the eternal principles of the kingdom among the Israelites, during his personal ministry. Some of the Jews responded and
formed the "little flock" to whom the Lord promised the kingdom.
They could "go out" and "come in" receiving information from the
law of Moses, and spiritual in spi ration from the Savior. Furthermore,
they were informed that the Lord 's invitation was to be extended to the
Gentiles; and converts from all nations would become "one flock" under
the guidance of "one Shephe ·rd." This "unity of believers" became a
fond reality as a result of the impartiality of the apostles, 1who faithfully proclaimed the "one gospel" authorized by Christ the Lord (Luke
12:32; John 10:9-16; Galatians 3:26-28).

The following day the prisoner Jesus was brought before the pagan
governor; and the Jews accused him of claiming to be a king as
though he were an insurrectionist,
competing for the kingdom of Caesar. Pilate questioned him ·pointedly: "Art thou the ki;ng of the Jews?"
And Christ replied: "My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdQm
we:e of this world, then would my servants fight , that I should not be
dehvered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence''. (John
18:36).
Worldly kingdoms had been established with violence, and the
people observed the transitions. Carnal warfares by the use of physical
weapons wrought changes in civil governments;
but Christ assured
t~e governor that his kingdom was not worldly and did . not require
v10lence upon the battlefield to be established. The Son of God was
~s "bold. as a_ lion" in doing the will of God; and as "meek as a lamb "
m offermg himself, the supreme sacrifice , for the sins of the world
(Isaiah 63; Acts 8:30-33).
The kingdoms of men employ physical force; they compel and
coerce. But the kingdom of · Christ instructs, convinces and persuades.
Soldiers of the cross "wage a good warfare" in the "fight of faith"
which comes by hearing the Word of God. The saints are admonished
to put on the whole armor of God in order to be equipped for spiritual
battles (I Timothy 1:18 and 6:12; Ephesians 6:10-20) .
The disciples were slow of heart to recognize the distin ction bet~een the lit~ral kingdom and the spiritual kingdom; and th ey contmued to inqmre about the "restoration of the kingdom of Israel" until

Kingdom

Suffereth

Violence

Religious zealots have not always been helpful. At times zea l,
without knowledge and love, has hindered righteous progress. Upon
one occas ion, Christ perceived that some were about to come and
forcefully make him a king; but he withdrew into the mountains to be
alone with God (John 6:16) .
John the Baptist was not exempt from the theories of his race;
and when imprisoned he developed a question-mark
ab out the Messiahship of Jesus. Messengers were dispatched with a questionnaire;
and the Master's reply was concise and clarifying. Then the Lord observed: "From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and men of violence take it by force" (Matthew 11:11 ,12).
After the establishment

of the kingdom, the conduct of some citi-
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zens caused the kingdom to suffer. The man of God inquired: "Whence
come wars and whence come fightings among you? Come they not
hence, even of your pleasures that war in your members? Ye lust, and
have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye
have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not because ye
ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures. Ye adulteresses,
know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an
enemy of God" (James 4:1-4).
Unfortunately
the kingdom continues to suffer violence by the
deportment
of self-styled
friends. Spiritual simplicity is reduced · to
the level of worldly kingdoms by compulsion and coercion; and the
partisan spirit is manifested by imitation and intimidation.
The function of the work and worship is frequently patterned after the commandments and ordinances of men instead of being a reproduction
of
the New Testament
examples.
There is a great difference between divine traditions and human
traditions;
and a grave difference between apostolic authority
and
so-called apostolic succession. Religious confusion has produced suspicion, fear and strife; and, as a result, multitudes have been alienated
with indifference ( Colossians 2: 1-23; Galatians 1: 6-9; II Thessalonians
2:15 and 3:6; II John 9-11).
Multiplied thousands, however, are persuaded that the Lord contemplated honest hearers when he said to Pilate: "They that are of
the truth hear my voice." And when he encouraged Paul in Corinth:
"Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: For I am with thee,
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: For I have much people
in this city." The Son of God identified "Spiritual
Babylon" as the
and issued this clarion call: "Come forth, my
"Mother of Harlots";
people, out of her, partake not 'of her sins, that ye receive not of her
plagues" (John 18:37; Acts 18:9-11; Revelation 18:4).
Several millions have dedicated themselves to this scriptural work
of spiritual restoration by building up the citizenship of the imperishable kingdom according to the pattern authorized by the Redeemer!
Ways and means are thus provided by faithful servants of the Lord
through which the magnetic power of divine dynamics draws obedient believers unto the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world (Matthew 5: 16; Galatians 5: 6; John 6: 44,45; Romans 1: 16; Hebrews 12: 28; Revelation 11: 1,2).
Progress

and Success

Israel rejected the Son of God-the
Stone of stumbling; yet the
Rock of offense was made ~he Head of the corner. David had predicted
the . tragedy and triumph a:i:J.d Christ made the application with the
parable of the Wicked Husbandmen.
The chief priests and Pharisees
realized that they had been indicted. Following the resurrection
and
ascension, the apostle Peter connected the prophecy and parable with
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(Psalms

118:22-24;

Matthew

21:33-45;

Acts 4:10-12).

The extension of the kingdom does not depend on carnal weapons.'
The saints are equipped-not
according to the flesh-but
with a spiritual armor, .and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, to
be used in conquest and occupation. The victory is won by faith moved
by love! Vain imagination and · every high thing exalted against the
knowledge oi God must be demolished;
and the- vacancies supplied
abundantly with captivated thoughts which move in obedience to the
gospel of Christ (II Corinthians 10:3-5).
Carnal . warfares between nations may defeat certain types of evil
temporariiy, .but .the very nature of such conflicts cannot eradicate every form of wickedness.
It is true, however, that some wars have
paved the way for the "Army o.f the Lord" to invade new territories and
claim new , victories for Christ.
Carnal weapons are not confined to physical swords, and other inventions of military strategists.
Scores of religious people would not
dare resort to physical arms in order to increase their membership; yet
they exercise no hesitancy in employing other methods, which are just
as carnal. The attitude of mind and disposition of heart, as to purpose
and objective, must not be ignored-lest
"implements of good" be transformed into instruments
of evil." Buildings and finance, personalities
and eloquence, localities and prestige-may
be used as valuable assets
or become grave liabilities (Matthew 13:24-43).
The kingdom of Christ is so constituted that responsible people, in
every nation and generation, may be naturalized bY being "born again
of water and the Spirit"; and serve the King of,, kings, who is Lord
of lords, according to ability and opportunity. Christian influence has
contributed liberally to the improved conditions of many nations; yet
the graph-chart
of human morals will continue to register fluctuations
until time shall be no more (John 3:3-8; Matthew 11 :20-30; Matthew
25: 1-30; Luke 18: 1-8).
Every one who hears the plain gospel of Christ understandingly,
and believes him with all the heart; then repents of personal sins by
turning to the heavenly Father; whose faith is activated by love to
confess Jesus Christ as Lord to the glory of God the Father;
and
obeys from the heart in baptism-a
burial and a resurrection-in
order to enter the kingdom or church-body of Christ, where all spiritual
blessings are being enjoyed-thus
becomes an integral part of the
Lord's spiritual organism!
(Acts 2:37-47; Romans fl:3-18; Ephesians
2:1-18).
"So then ye are no more strangers
and sojourners,
but ye are
fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God, being
built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the chief corner stone; In whom each several building, fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord;
in whom ye also are builded together for a habitation
of God in the
Spirit"
(Ephesians 2: 19-22).

{
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By GEORGE W. BAILEY

July 10, 1966

Radio Sermon No. 180

"And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but ·the greatest
of these is love" · (I Corinthians 13:13), There are many reasons why
love is so great. First, because it · is God-like. It is the one attribute
that most perfectly describes God. In fact, "God is love" (I John 4:8).
God has in no· word uttered Himself and all that ' is in His heart more
distinctly than in the word "love."
Secondly, love is great because it outlasts everything else . Faith
and hope at last will become reality and wm cease to be, but love lasts
throughout eternity. In the third place, love is great because it is the
badge of discipleship . "By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one for another" (John 13:34, 35).
Love is great because it ·is the royal law. "If ye fulfill the royal
law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well" (James 2:8). Love is great because it ls the very
foundation upon which rests the whole system of divine truth. In
answer to the query, "What is the great commandment?", Jesus replied, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul ; and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" (Matthew 22:37-39).
Furthermore, · love is great because it is the "more excellent way."
After closing the twelfth chapter of the first Corinthian letter with
the words, "Yet I show a more excellent way," the inspired apastle
then brings us the love chapter that has become the favorite of so
many people. Many of you, no doubt, know it be memory, but don't
let your familiarity with it become so common.place that you overlook
some of the deeper principles therein contained.
The first three verses of I Corinthians 13, show us that love is
great because it is the mainspring of the Christian's every activity.
Whatever man is, or whatever he does, will amount to very little without love. For instance, should one be able to speak a language more
excellent than any spoken by man - even a language comparable to
that of angels - his words, without love , would lose their beauty, and
his speech would become nothing but discordant noise. Eloquence not
motivated by love is nothing but just "so much talk."
Should one possess such knowledge that he could
to any mystery, and should he have such faith that he
move mountains, his knowledge and his faith would
empty without love. Faith that doesn't "work by love"
is worthless.
It matters

unlock a door
could even rebe completely
(Galatians 5:6)

very little to the Lord how much, or to what extent,
Page 8

one gives, if he has no love. He may go so far as to bes tow all of his
goods to feed the poor, and actually pay the supreme sac ri fice by giving his body to be burned, but all of this, for him, would be profitless
unless it sprang from a heart fllled with love. Superficia l giving will
not do. It is love, ther.efore, that gives life . to our giving, and_ to our
faith and to our eloquence!
Another reason why love is great is because of its qualities. In
the next four verses of I Corin t hians 13 there are fourteen qualities
listed as parts of love. Everyone of these has to do with what we call
disposition or temperament. One's attitude determines his· altitude, for
he never rises higher than his thoughts. "As ·a man th inketh in his
heart, so is he" (Proverbs 23:7) . Your attitude ' determines whether you
are a success or a failure, whether you are happy or miser able, whether
you are saved or lost.
Love, therefore , as a disposition of heart and soul, becomes the
panacea for the world's llls. It is1the master key that will unlock any
door of difficulty , or solve any problematic situation. It properly fits
us for any sphere of life .
In a world of misunderstanding, '-'love suffers long ." It is passive
in that it waits for an runderstanding. If we could only unde rst and one
another! With true brotherly love we can , for love is so patient.
Longsuffering is a part of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). It
is a part of the Christian walk (Ephesians 4:2). This sa me qu~lity of
love must ever characterize the preaching of the gospe l (II Timothy
4:2).
In a world of bitterness, "love is kind ." Here is symp athy in action .
Love is therefore active as well as passive . Love is kin d to rellowdrivers. Love is kind to your party line. Love is kind to enemies . Even
when people have wronged you, love is kind in that it never retaliates.
It refuses the so-called right to smite back. This is one of love's outstanding qualities and should be grea tl y desired by all . "F inally, be ye
all of one mind , having compassion one of another, love -as brethren,
be pitiful, be ,courteous" (I Peter 3: 8) .
In a world of competition , "love envieth not." It ·is · not enough to
"weep with those that weep,'' but we must also "rejo ice with those
that rejoice ' (Rom ans 12: 15). It is usually more difficult t o congratulate, comm end, and rejoice with those who succeed tha:n it is to extend
symp athy to those who have failed . Love keeps us from thinking or
speaking evil of those who are much better off than we. E nvy calls for
a competitive spirit, but love destroys the idea of competition. En vy
seeks to destroy the object of its envy, but love builds up. Love and
envy therefore cannot inhabit the same · person . When others are well
while you are sick , love envleth not . When others are happy while
you are depre ssed, love en vieth not. When others su cceed while you
·
fail, love en vieth not.
In a world of fame, honor and praise, "love vaunteth not itself."
Here is the expression of arrogance. But love goes further than that. In
a world of pride, "love is not puffed up." In love there is not even a
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feeling of arrogance, much less an expression of it. Love is never conceited. Someone has sa id, "Egotism is the glue with which some get
stuck on themselves." Love is too interested in thinking about others
to be thinking about self. Love is so completely God-like whereas pride
is the completely anti-God state. These two qualities therefore , are
opposite as can be. No proud person can be filled with love_,. excep t
with love for self!
In society, "love doth not behave itself unseemly." In work or pla y,
at home or away, love always has the best manners and commands the
respect of all. It acts with proper decorum because it is more Godconscious thn man-conscious .
In a world of selfishness, "love seeketh not its own," much less
that which is another's. Love helps man to minister rather than be
ministered unto. It is much more interested in serving than in being
served. Jesus gave . a · new commandment, "that ye love one another; a s
I have loved you" (John 13:34) . Man had always been taught to love ,
but Jesus gave a new depth to that love ; that is , "as I have loved you ."
Chr ist is our perfect example of unselfish love !
In a world of madness, anger and r age, "lo ve is not provoked ." It
takes a lot to make love mad, for love is wise. "Be not hasty in thy
spirit to be angry; for anger resteth in the bosom of fools" (Ecclesiastes
7: 9). Whatever is accomplished through anger can be accomplished
better through some other way . Let's be "slow to wrath" (James 1:19) ,
and never "let the sun go down on our wrath" (Eph esians 4:26). "Whosoever is angry with his .brother without a cause shall be in danger of
the judgment" (Matthew 5:22) .
In a world of insin cerity, "love thinketh
quick judgment.

IN A WORLD

OF INSECURITY

patien~e, ~ourage and strength. Those who become dis couraged
so easily give up, need this kind of love.

aj d

j

. In a world . of . suspicion, "love believeth all thing s." Instead /f
gomg ?'round thmkmg people have .ulterior motives in what they dl
love "'.111.a1way11put the best possible construction on a man's action ~.
Love 1sn t doubtful and imspicious of others.
I

!n a world of pessimism , "love hopeth all things." Love ,isn 't soure ~
~n llfe , but can ~ee beyond every dark cloud the sil ver lining . It bEiheves that all thmgs will work out for the best .
. In a world of persecution , "love endu .reth all things." Look at
this q~artet of "alls" ... "beareth all things, ·believeth all things, hope t h
all _th~ngs, endureth all things. " This is the love that "never fail eth."
This 1s the . ~ove th'.1-tknows no limit . to its forbearance , no end to its
trust, no fadmg of its hope . . It is the one thing that st ill st ands when
all else has come to an end!
·
··
"And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three;
of these is love."

bu t the greatest

The love of God for man is so great that He gave His only Son
f?r man's r edemption . Christ's love was so great that He gave His
hfe that we may enjoy eternal life in the pr esence, of God, Christ and
the holy angels. Will you not love Him enough to do His will?
W~ll you not believe on His name today, repent of every sin in
your , hfe , conf ess His name before men and be bur ied with Him in
b~ptism to rise to walk in ne wne ss of life? We ~re pra ying that you
will.

no evil." It doesn't pass

CHRIST IN A WORLD OF INSECURITY

"Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matthew 7:1). May we be
guided by there four rules . (1) We have no right to come to an unfavor able conclusion about another until we possess full knowledge of
all th e fa cts in the ca se. (2) We must guard again st undue sev erity of
jud gment. ( 3) We must ne ver let bad motive s warp our decision. (4)
Wh en a man's action s ar e capable of eith er a favorable or an unfavor able constru ction , we a re bound in Chr isti an love alwa ys to t ake
the favorable view.
In a world of jealousy, "love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the t r uth ." In oth er words, it never laughs at calamity. It never ironically r emark s that through catastrophe one "got what was coming
to him" or that "he . a sked for it." Love will lend a helping hand to ·
its worst en emy when he is in need. Jesus portr ay ed this kind of love
wh en He prayed for His en emies, and asked God to help those who had
so unm ercifully perse cuted ' Him.
In a world of cowardice, "love . ·beareth

CHFUST

all things." Love develops

By WILLARD

Radio Serman No. 181

COLLINS

July 17, 1955

Thi s world has never be en mor e insecur e, and t h ere has ne ver
been a gre at er need for Christians to present th e Lord Je sus Chri st. Will
you t ake your Bible and think with me as I re ad from Matt hew , chapt er
one.
"Now the birth of Jesus Chri st was on . this wis e: When as his
mother Mary was espoused to Jo seph, · before they . cam e t ogether she
w~s found with child ~f ~he Holy Ghost .. Then Joseph her husband, being
a Just man , and not w1lbng t o make her · a publick exa mple, was mind ed
to put her away privily . But whil e he thought on th es e t hings, behold
the an gel of the Lord app ea red unto him in a dr eam saying Joseph
tho~ so_n of Da~id, f?ar not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:' for that
which 1s conceived m her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring

CHRIST
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r a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his
ferth
pbople from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
~hich was spoken of the Lord by the 'Prophet, saying, behold, a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
nlime Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us. Then
Jbseph being raised from sleep did a:s the angel of the Lord had bidden
him, and took unto him his wife. And he kn .ew her not until she had
1:Jrought forth her firstborn son; and he called his name Jesus."
Purpose of His Coming

This message was given to us by inspiration and tells the great
purpose for which Jesus was sent. He was born of the virgin Mary
and did not have a physical father. When Joseph feared that Mary, his
~ride-to-be, had been immoral, he was told that Mary should bring
forth a son conceived of the Holy Spirit. In viewing the purpose for
the coming of Jesus, inspiration records: "And she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people
from . their sins" (Matthew 1:21).
Christ

the Way

This world offers no 'Permanent security. If you are depending upon
things like refrigerators, money, houses, and lands to make you happy,
you will end in ultimate failure. Friends, there is no real security in
material things of this earth. "Earth Holds No Treasures But Perish
with Using" is a grand song which expresses great truth. A long time
ago Jesus taught the Sermon on the Mount. In this message he said ,
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt and where thieves do not break through and steal." Christ is
telling us that there is no real and permanent security o:fferred by the
things of this world,
During the past several years, men have given to us forces, made
by God, which show that the world is even more insecure. Think of
the atom and the hydrogen bombs! Hundreds of thousands of people
can be killed in just a few minutes with these destructive weapons.
The mention of the hydrogen bomb makes people know that the world
.Is so insecure.
But if I had not read the Bible and if I had never read of the
hydrogen and atom bombs, I would know that the world offers little
security.
Friends of mine go the way of all the earth in death. You have
relatives who are disap'Pointed. We live such a short time in this world
that we need to wake up to the fact that we have no continuing city
here but that we must look to Jesus Christ, God's Son, if we would find
security.
Go~'s Answer . for This World

God has given an answer to this world of insecurity.

This answer
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is Jesus Christ, His Son. The golden text of the Bible says in John
3: 16 that "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life."
Jesus is God's answer to people who live in a world of insecurity,
that Matthew said, "She shall bring forth a
son,'' and "he shall save his people from their sins."
It is no wonder, therefore,

Jesus was sent by God to save the world. In a world, therefore, of
insecurity, we need to turn to Christ for salvation. Without Him, we
have no hope.
Jesus was sent by God to save the world. In a world, therefore, ·
ter fourteen, verse six, "I · am the way, the truth, and . the life: no m cometh unto the Father, but by me." There is one way of salvati ,
and this way is Christ. Man has but one way that leads to God in : is
world of insecurity, and that way is Jesus Christ, God's Son. We elieve that salvation is in Christ and in Christ alone.
Luke wrote Acts of the Apostles. In chapter four, . v.erse twe e, of
this book he said of Christ: "Neither is there salvation in any ther."
Do you believe this? How many of us believe that there is
t one
way of salvation and that this way is Christ? Life is uncertain
d brief
but we know that there is but one way to God and but on . way of
salvation, and this way is Christ and Christ alone.
'
Paul received great assurance from Jesus the Son o God in a
world of insecurity. In II Corinthians chapter five, vers · one, Paul
said, "For we know that if our earthly house of this
ernacle be
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not mad with hands,
eternal in the heavens." In a world that is insecure, will ou. think with
me of these two facts which you should remember.
Facts to Remember

First, Jesus is the one way from man to God (J n 14:6).
Second, salvation is in Christ and in Christ al - e (Acts 4:12).
However, in this world of insecurity where
rist is the only hope,
there are so many misunderstandings
about C rist, His life, and His
church. It is a shame that in a world that is I o uncertain, where life
is so brief, that individuals who claim to f9ilow God have so many
misunderstandings
about God, Christ, the BJl>le. the church of Christ,
and the life of Christ. Will you think with · e for a moment of Jesus'
life. May we begin with the prophets of th Old Testament who looked
forward to His coming. We live in the age when Christ has come.
We have more to be thankful for than ven the prophets of the Old
Testament.
·
So far as this world is concerned, hrist's .life began in the v1llage
of Bethlehem, and His life is recorde in Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, the first four books of the New estament.
From Bethlemen He
had to go into Egypt to escape the rath of an envious ruler. As a
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.young man Jesus grew · in four ways, according to Luke 2:52-"in
dom and stat~re, and in favor with God and man."

wis-

As an ·adult; ·He was the master teacher. He performed miracles,
and He lived a perfect life. At the end of His journey, His enemies
took Him and crucified - Him between two thieves. He died, was buried,
and on the third day God raised Him from the dead. He remained on
the earth several days and appeared to His followers, after which He
.went back to God where He is now at God's right hand ruling over
.
His kingdom, th _e · church.
Jesus was not only the master teacher, but also the miracle workr. He was not just the great physician but also the savior of the souls
f men. H-e shed His blood · that man might be cleansed from the sins
his past life. Will you then think of the life of Christ in this world
t . t is insecure, Even though · there are atom and hydrogen bombs,
th cannot destroy the faith that we have in Jesus as the Christ , the
So of God.
·
come to you as a member of the church of Christ to ask if you
are 'lling to take t.he1.Bible as God's will and believe it just as it is
writt . Are you willing in a world of the atom and hydrogen bombs
to sta "I will base my faith, like Paul, upon the word of God given
by Ch t · and the apostles, and whatever may come in the future I
will be repared for it"?
Prevalent

CHRIST

OF INSECURITY

Misunderstandings

re four misunderstandings
that people have of Jesus Christ
even in spi of the · fact that Jesus was given by God to an insecure
dividuals might be saved.
world ·that
The first isunderstanding is that one can be saved in God's sight
without becom g a member of the Lord's church. Friends, when one
makes the stat
ent that one can be saved without being a member
of the church,
am sure that such a person has never understood
the Bible picture . f the church. What is the church as described in
the gospel? Acts 2 ·: 'i teaches that the church is composed of the saved
-"And the Lord ad _ d to the church dally those that should be saved. "
The -chu~ch is compose ·of. the people who have been saved in the sight
of God. Therefore, whe one does what Jesus said to do to be savedhears · the gospel, beli~ s it, repents of his sins , makes known his
faith in the .confession, a¥ · is buried in baptism - according to Mark
1~, Acts 2, Acts 8, ai;id Ro ans 6, that person is saved. He is baptized
into Christ; he then is in Christ (Galatians 3:27). Jesus taught that
..one is saved after . baptisµi. .(Mark 16:15-16). When he is saved the
Bible says in Acts 2:47 . that e is then added to the church . .The day ,
therefore, that one is saved i the day that he is added to the church
by the Lord. There is no sue thing as being saved on Tuesday and
joining the cµurch of your . c oice on ·Sunday. If you are saved on
Tuesday, in the sight C>fGod at day you became a member of the
Lord'&..church l)y addition .. It is y the process that the Bible calls the
ne,v l:!irth that .one can get .into od's falllilY, The church is the family

,,
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of God; it ·is the body of Christ ( Colossians l :18). It is that body
which is composed of the saved and when people think that one can
be saved in God's sight without being a member of the church.- such
individuals misunderstand the Bible as to what tbe ·church really is.
There is nothing in the Bible about joining the church of your
choice. There is nothing in the Bible about leaving church membership
up to the vote of men. But as members of the church or Christ we
want to preach the full gospel and beg you to do what Jesus said to do
to be saved. When you do this from the heart, you will be a member
of the right church, the one described in the New Testament, the one
for which Jesus gave His life and the one cit .which I claim to be a
·
member at this hour.
A Life of Perfection
A second big misunderstanding
about Christ and the church in this
world of insecurity is that the Christian life is a life · of perfection.
There are . those who refuse to become Christians because they think
that it is impossible to live a perfect life, and since the Christian . life ·
is a . life of perfection, they never make up their minds to accept Jesus
the .Christ.
·
It is a big misunderstanding
to really believe that the Christian life
is a life or perfection. The Bible teaches that the Christian life is a
life of growth. In Second 'Peter, chapter one, Peter wrote, "And beside
this, giving\ all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to your virtue
knowledge ; and to your knowledge temperance;
and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity." Hebrews, .chapter six, records,
·
"Let us go on unto perfection."

When one is born physically, he is a babe physically and he must
grow gradually day by day, week by w,ee}[, month by month, and year
by year. Likewise, when one becomes a Christian, he
a babe S1)iritually. Week by week, month by month, and year by year, he grows . spiritually. Finally when he has been In Christ many years, he is much nearer
perfection than when he started. Don't remain out of Christ because you
feel that the Christian life is a life of perfection . . There is no perfect
church from the human standpoint. You never saw a perfect preacher,
a perfect elder , or a perfect, Christian, but the Christian life is a life
of growth and you can make progress in it if you will just begin.

is

The Vine and the e ·rancttea
The third misunderstanding
that people have concerning Christ and
the church .is the idea that the church is like some great vine-a vine
with many branches . These people have the idea that t,ie many churches
existing in the world at the present time are the bran ches of the
vine, and that. if you put all the branches together that is the true
church. For example, they would say that the church in some , particular state i1;1com:11osed of all these different kinds of groups, all of them
placed together and yet believing different things. In this passage Jesus
said "I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman" - Christ
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the vine ;.·and the Father the caretaker of the vineyard where the vine
is located.:....."Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away:
and every; bratt<ih that beateth fruit he purgeth it , that it may bring
forth more fruit ." we·then remember that Christ is the true vine, and
then He .SPe.aks of· the. branches . ,What are the bran _ches?

1.Ji
:'verse

OF · THE

,

I I /·,

In ,JOhJl
five Jesus repeats verse one, "I am the vine and
Ye ar"i/the brarich'E!s/ ' The vine is · Christ, arid the disciples of Christ are
bra,ncJi(s ot '.the vine. These disciples are orie, because they are in
Clirist' and britlg' fdrth the same kfild or fruit. Think of a vine which
would i)ririf f6rth . ·over three hundred kinds of fruit. That would be
the picture if an the different kinds of churches in the world made up
the true church.

.

.

'·· Number two, the Christian life is a life of perfection.
. Num H~r three, the . church is 1ike some great vtne with many kinds
of churchEla
'as
bran¢b.es.
'
.. '
'
.
.
' ,•
. ,.,..·.
' . .
·. Number tou'r, one ·may be Christlike without being a member of His
church.
][our, on~ . may be ·christli~e without being .a member of His church ;
..

' ·:., :
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Jesus taught one of His great lessons from the image and superscription on a Roman coin, saying: "Render therefore unto Caesar 'the
things that are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's/'
From ·this same language, Latin, and a line attributed to the poet
Virgil, we ·have chosen our nation's motto, found on coins of the United
States: E Pluribus Unum, One unity ' composed of many parts , or Out
of the Many One. Concerning mankind this might be called God's motto,
for it is a Divine Truth, found in Scripture as the desire of the Almighty .

l

~'

John in chapter 11:47-52 tells of a heated conference ot the chief
priests and Pharisees concerning Christ as they said: "Wha t do we? for
this man doeth many · signs ; If we let him thus alone, ·all men will
believe on him: and the Romans will come and take away both our
place and our nation. But a: certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high
priest that year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, nor do ye take
a<J'countthat it is expedient for you •that one man should die for the
people , and that the whole nation perish not. Now this he said not of
himself: but bei~ high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus
should die for the nation; and not for the nation only, but that he
might also gather into one the children of God that . are scattered
,
·
abroad."

:

Number one, a person can be saved without being a member of the
Lord's church.
·
··

'

twenty years, how many of us would want to know what is to happen?
Maybe some os our cities will be destroyed, but my faith is that if we
will continue to stand for Christ and God and really obey God and Christ
from the heart, as God's will is recorded, this is the only answer to
this .world of ,.insecurity.
What does the future hold? I do not know. But whatever may
come , may we stay close to Christ and be faithful members of His
church. Bombs cannot destroy the soul. Through faith in God's ' word
we can be conquerors!

Radio Sermon No. 182

A fourth :misimderstanding concerillng <Christ and the church is that
a person can be ·Christlike without being a ·member of His ·church.
My friends, Ephesians, chapter five, teaches that this is error . When
one is . Christlike, he loves the things that Christ loved. When one is
like CJJ.rist,.he ::wants to .walk in the steps of Christ . Ephesians, chapter
five, says that . Cb.rist loved the church enough to die for it. One, then,
cannot be .C,hrist;tike without loying the church enough to ~e a faithful .member of it . .'Yoµ cannot remain out of the church and :t>elike
Christ .

' .•
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By JAMES

Loved the Ch11rch

Here, tlien ; are four prevalent misunderstandings in this world of
lns4;icurity, although God gave the Christ 'to die that people might be
saved and have ··hope.
. .

ONE
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The true church is composed of true disciples, those who have
been saved in ihe sight of · God, and these disciples are branches of
the true vine, t~ . Lord Jesus Christ. I wish that you would . take time
now to turn t,o John. chapter 15, and there read where Jesus said, "I am
th.e ·true vine, '.and ~y F,ather ·is the husbandman." Then would you
read~where . Jesus repeats in verse five ".I am the vine ." And to His
disciples He said, "Ye are the branches." He therefore teaches that
to be in Christ is to be in the vine and one must be in Christ and in
the : vine to bring focth fruit, for He says, "Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit ·he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit,
,.
he purgeth .it, that' ·it. may bring forth more fruit."
Christ

MANY

•

• •

:

•

•

•

•

1·

· If we had the . o'pportu'nity of lifting the veil of time for the next

God's children are scattered abroad through the whole earth for
He is the One God of the ' one ,race of mankind. Beneath the skin 'our
blood is of the same hue, our sinews of the same protoplasm, our
brains · of the same stuff, and our organs roughly of the same orientation. God is the God of our physical bodies for He created them hi
His own image, therefore are · men alike, and this unity pervades the
whole of His children.
Genesis 2;7 has these sublime words: "And Jehovah God formed
man of th ~ dust of the ground, andbreathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; . and man became a living soul."
·Goa: is the ·Father of all of the souls of men now on the earth
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and thos e th at have departed · for Christ said in speaking of the resurre ction: "God is not the God of the ·dead ; but of the living" (Matthew
22:32). So all the souls ot men have -a common background in their
Creator and there is :this same unity that we find in the ph)rsica)
realm , and the meaning of Christian individuality is made plain in
the light of the eternal ·being ; the soul.

OF THE

(

..

ONE

have . allowed these things to begin
for the entrance of His Son upon the
have sown the seed of confusion. It
God for in that Supreme Mind is
Absolute Love.
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because th .e time was not ripe
scene, or His Enemy, Satan, may
did not spring from the Mind of
Absolute Order, Absolute Unity,

It is not bigotry or narrowness but rather the authoritative ..voice
of God. when Paul ·wrote in I Timothy 2:5-6: "For there is one God,
one mediator also between God and mel)., himself man, Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all .... " If Go<l is to bring about the
prophecy made by Caiaphas that all His children scattered abroad
shall be gathered "together into one," then He .must present a single
objective , a single plan, a single gospel, a single spirit , and men must be
led of the Lord into this holy pasture. Of necessity there must be
unity of purpose and plan, for other than this breeds confusion.
·

Christ Jesus said " .. • for salvation is from th~ Jews" in His conversation with the woman at the well in Samaria but He did not
intimate that this monopoly should remain but rather that it should
be shared with all men for in this same conversation recorded in the
fourth chapter or John He said: " .. . the hour cometh, when neither
in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father .. . .
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek
to be his worshippers."

Senator Barkley , former Vice-President, tells of an incident on a
battlefield in World War I; of the congressional
party touring this
sector: "Another eloquent battlefield sermon was given us, through an
interpreter, by a French general who was in charge of the sector in
which the ruined cathedral at Rheims was located. One of the members
of . our Congressional party was so boiling-mad at seeing the wanton
destruction of the beautiful cathedral that, when we reached the gen·
eral' s headquarters , he explosively said, 'I hope, that when you get
into Germ any, you giv e the Germans the same treatment that they
ha ve giv en Franc e!'

Peter the Apostle said in Acts 10:28 following a vision : " . . . Ye
yourselves know how it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew
to join himself or come unto one of another nation; and yet unto me
hath God showed that I sh.ould not c.all any man common or unclean ... "
In .this same chapter when speaking in the house of the centurion,
Cornelius, Peter would say: " . . . Of a truth I perceive that God is
no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that teareth him,
and worketh righteousness,
is acceptable to him." So .God's mercy is
to go out to all for He is the Creator and Father of all . and He seeks
true worshippers in every nation ,

"When my colleague's remark was translated to him, the general,
who , we had been told , had lost two sons of his own in the war, looked
at t he Congr essman reflectively and a little sadly.

. Paul the Apostle in a mighty discourse on Mars Hill in the ancient
seat of culture, Athens, had this .to say about the ,common bond of
all mankind and the God not far -from each one: " . .'. and he made of
one every nation of . mel\ to dwell on all the face of the earth, having
determined their appointed seasons and the bounds of their habitation; that they should seek God, if ·haply they mifht feel after him and .
find him, though he is not far from, each one Of us : for in him we
liye, and move, and have our being; as certain even of your own poets
have said,
For we are also his .oi'fspring."
God is in history, working ' ou(His own design and plan, for it is God
who has determined the seasons and bounds of habitation of the various ra<:es, and .there is a divinity that shapes our ends. Some may see
in this a justification f9r the various reli ,gions of the world, and many
ardent "One-Worlders" may see -Christianity .as only a part of the great
whole of religious faith in the earth, that the religion of Christ is
neither superior nor infedor to all the rest. But this cannot be so for
Paul says "God is not a G,o.d of confusion, but of peace" (I Corinthians
14: 33). Reason ·1eads to but one conclusion, the same. If God is sanctioning the .confusion of tongues evident . i.n the world 's religions, then
He cannot be trusted, cannot be · followed, cannot be worshipped. If
God sanctions this Babel of voices, can He be ·the Father of all mankind,
can He be interested in men? Cari there be a God if He is in sympathy
with the various doctrines taught in the name of religion? He may

MANY

,,'

" 'There is on e thing we will never do,' the general said. 'We will
not destor y the ir churches as they have ours . For religion is not the
blessing of a ny one n ation but the boon of all mankind."
Religion is the boon of all mankind but to be the immense blessing
to a nation that God intended it must be the Way He leads in, the
Wa y He intended in His Unity of purpose. When men have prostituted
His true W ay, ha ve done despite to His holy purposes, then instead
of blessing t here has come a curse. Think of the troubles caused in
our sad world by a greedy, class-conscious, selfish religion of form an.d
den ia l of th e sp irit and doctrines of simple Christianity. God would
ha ve a ll nation s to be blessed by the reign of Christ in the hearts of
th e men within their boundaries but men do not always will it. .
Ev en within nominally Christian lands some would understand
Christ' s Way as a class-conscious
one, not understanding
that this
destroys the essential unity for ·which Christ prayed, and died. The
writer of Proverbs in chapter '22: 2 says: "The rich and the poor meet
together : J ehovah is the maker of them all ." Where there is classconsciou sne ss there can be n,o true Christianity and yet in America
this has . become proverbial, and it is understood that such-and-such
a chur ch a ppeals to · the various · segments, man-made as they are, in
our so ciet y. Paul wri t es to the wealthy Philemon to receive his runa-
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way slave, Onesimus, now become a Christian: "For perhaps he was
therefore parted from thee for a season, that thou shouldest have him
for ever; no longer as a servant, but more than a servant, but a brother
beloved, 5'Pecially to me, but how much rather to thee, both in the
flesh and in the Lord." Paul was remembering the words of our Blessed
Lord who Himself hath said: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28);
') ._,

Paul in Galatians 3: 28 has these words to offer to those bewildered
by the confused tongues of Christendom, and heathen religions, and
who know not where to turn: "There can be neither Jew nor Greek,
there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and female;
for ye are all one man in Christ Jesus."
Again he writes
made both one, and
abolished in his flesh
tained in ordinances;

in Ephesians 2:14: "For he is our peace, who
brake down the middle wall of partition, having
the enmity, even the law of commandments conthat he might create in himself of the two one

ONE
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new man, so making peace; and might reconcile them both in one
body unto God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby .... "
So Christ has made plain the way of unity and peace.

God wants all men of whatever race, or tradition, of whatever social caste or strata. He has a great purpose for the world: To make of
the Many One. This is one of our Lord's central teachings, and is at
the very heart of the gospel. In John 10:16 He said: "And other sheep
I have which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice, and they shall become one flock, one shepherd."
He was speaking of all those children of God in the generic sense
who were not of the Hebrew fold, who should be brought that together
they might form "one flock" or "one church" under the one Shepherd.
He leaves no doubt as to the identity of this shepherd for in two places
in the same tenth chapter of John He said "I am the good shepherd."
In the shadow of Gethsemane and of the Cross the Master prayed
the longest recorded prayer, and perhaps of the topmost importance,
that given in John seventeen. It was a prayer especially for His
disciples and the work they should go out to perform: "Neither for
these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their
word; that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may believe that
thou didst send me" (John 17:20-21). Christ prayed here for the
disciples with Him that night, and He prayed for us, separated from
Him in years by so many ni ghts, that they, and we, mi ght be one, as
He was One with the Father. He ardently prayed for this same unity
for through it the world could see and believe. A clue to the disbelief
of the world in Christ is found here for how can it easily believe when
it sees so much competition
amon g His professed followers. If this
competition were eliminated then it might well be that the world
would accept Christ as King. To represent Christ as wanting something else than this unity of His followers is to add another nail to
His Cross. To deny it is as essential is blasphemous, and contrary to
the very spirit of Christianity . E PLURIBUS UNUM! Of the Many
One! It is Christ's desire.

MANY

But it is not enough to say that this has all been accomplished by
the Cross and the death of the Christ there, we must know how to
avail ourselves of this benefit today. We must find the Way of Oneness
and Peace.
Paul in Ephesians 4: 4-6 gives the answer : "There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith , one baptism, one God and Father of all , who is over
all , and through all, and in all." This one body is the church which
Christ purchased with His own blood as we read in Ephesians 1 : 22-23:
" . . . and he put all things in subjection under his feet . a nd gav e
him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body .. .. "
Therefore, Christ has given us peace in the church, the one church and
the one body, through which His believers are to show to the world
their faith in Him and their love of one another. He did not leave a
confused state of affairs but rather the One Way of holiness. God
wants all men, all traditions, to bow to the Sovereignty of His Suffering Servant and Son. the King, and He wants this unity of all m en
in the church.

''
'

.

Many efforts have been made to unite men in confederations, in
alliances, in nations, in languages, but these have usuall y failed or
have been of short duration. God had something more than this in
mind when He announced His divine purpose to draw all His children
together into one flock . It is larger than tempor al nolitics. gr eater than
the force of economic factors, stronger than blood or language to uni- '
fy and solidify men into one unit beyond the power of time to erase or
nullify. God's divine plan of the ages is to brin g all men together in
the church for which Christ died.
It is in keeping with the pl an of God to accept the church for
what it is: that which unifies the souls of men in one great common
endeavor for the glory of God. To refuse it as of no consequence is to
miss the great theme of God's F atherhood and man's brotherhood ; to
say it is of men instead of by God is rebellion against the authority of
the Father.
We formally accept this offer of pardon in the church , this doctrine of God of the unity of all His children, by confessing the Holy
Name of Christ, by repenting of sins committed as Peter told his listeners in old Jerusalem, by submitting to this "one baptism" which
Paul says in Acts 22:16 washes away the sins. Am I to reject so simple a plan when it is from the mind of the Infinite God? Am I to be
rebellious when it means so much for all men to accept this: nothing
less than the world in complete submission to its only True King!
When this is the only workable way to bretherhood am I to question
my Maker? When it means forgiveness from sin and life eternal who is
man that he should quibble?
Life is an heroic matter as accepting the call of the Christ to
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make men one in Common Brotherhood -is an heroic thing. He has
been calling but still we have not obeyed. It ought to call us to
~eroic action as did the most famous ad, ever written which appeared
m a London newspaper in 1900:
"Men wanted for Hazardous Journey. Small wages, bitter cold,
long months of complete darkness,
constant
danger, safe
return doubtful. Honor and recognition
in case of success.
-Sir
Ernest Shackleton."
There was an overwhelming response to this ad for Arctic explorers.
There is no less real an advertisement
from our own Captain of our
souls, who seeks for His expedition all men and about whom finally
the angels sing:
··worthy art thou to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and didst purchase unto God with thy
blood men of every tribe, and tongue, an d pe ople , and
tion ... " (Revelation 5:9).

na-

THEY HAVE TAKEN AWAY MY LORD
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John 20:1-10.

"They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have
laid Him."
These piercing words of Mary Magdalene are charged with the
sorrow and anxiety that she felt. On two occasions she gave voice to this
pathetic thought, which demonstrates
her . deep regret at the disappeara.nce of Je~us' body from its resting place in the rock-hewn tomb. The
first occas10n was when she had run to report her shocking discovery
to Peter and John. The other was her answer to the query of the angels.
When. she had returned to the tomb, she ooked in, weepingi, and saw
that his body still was not there. Then the angels asked her · "Woman
why weepest thou?" And the writer, John, reports her reply to them i~
these words: "She saith unto them, 'Because they have taken aw~
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him'."
Mary Magdalene, who had ministered so loyally to Jesus and His
disciples during the last part of His personal ministry on earth was
110w at a loss concerning His disappearance.
But was she alone i~ this
quandary?
No, indeed!
When the other disciples of Jesus heard the
report, none of them could fathom the great mystery.
They all must
have entertained practically the same thoughts as did this woman.
What were her thoughts,

as she hurried

along to announce

these

..
(

.
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startling facts to the apostles?
Her thinking was clear, as far as she
but she was thoroughly perplexed.
What was it
knew the facts ...
that made her so? Here it is: First, that heavy stone was rolled away
from the mouth of the tomb. It had been ·placed there by order of the
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, and it had been sealed in its place
with a Roman seal. The tomb had also been guarded, at all times, by
a quarternion of Roman soldiers. But the stone was rolled back! Who
could have done it? Second, the tomb was empty.
She had noticed
hurriedly that the body of Jesus was not lying there!
What could account for this? And the only thought that occurred to her was: "They
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him."
Now, let us look at Mary Magdalene's first impression and conclusion.
"They" have taken Lord away. She knew not who ...
but
how could it be otherwise than that someone had done it? They had
taken His body ... but she knew not how. Neither did she know where
they had laid Him.
And now, another question for us today: Do not the majority of
people now draw the same conclusion, concerning Jesus' disappearance
from the tomb, as did Mary Magdalene?
Yes, most people ...
even
those much better educated, much more widely read than she. And why
do they draw such conclusions .? People today conclude that someone
stole His body away, because they are following the theories and reasoning of men ... exclusively so ... and are not willing to read and investigate the truth of God's word, the Bible. To them, this must have
been caused by man ... either Christ Himself or some one or more of
His disciples or other friends.
But when each theory has been examined by unbiased minds, on the basis of the evidence available, the ·
human theory is proved to be ungrounded.
Get this, friends: there is
more evidence, of a purely historical nature, for the bodily resurrection
of Jesus from the tomb, than there is for any other single event of
ancient history.
So please be careful, skeptical listener, when you are
tempted to say that the Christian's faith in Christ's resurrection is unreasonable and unhistorical.
It is neither!
Why did Mary Magdalene not immediately
entertain
the idea of
His bodily resurrection?
To answer this question we must first notice
It was too ·narrow-far
too confined
her conception of Jesus Christ.
to the things of earth. She thought of Him as "Rabboni," which means
"Teacher."
She could well believe that He was the greatest Teacher
who had ever lived. But what of the divinity He claimed? Her faith in
this was still too weak ... her . conception yet too restricted to Jewish
concepts.
But had the Lord Jesus not often plainly spoken to His disciples, predicting His rejection by the leaders of the Jews, His trial,
His death, burial and resurrection
on the third day? Indeed He had,
but her thoughts must have been comparable to those of the apostle
Peter, who, on one occasion, when Jesus had predicted His impending .
rejection and death, had taken Him aside, saying: "Be it far from thee,
Lord: This shall never be unto thee". (Matthew 16:21-28). How then,
could she have come to believe in His bodily resurrection
by divine
power?
From a third consideration-she
probably shared the general
idea of the rest of His disciples concerning the mission of Jesus, as
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Their idea was that He had come to establish a literal earth
v/%g om of Israel like that of the kingdom in the halcyon days of
and Solomon. Such a concept would naturally leave no room
a
~or such occurrences as His sudden death at the age of almost thirty
our years, much less His glorious resurrection.
-

in the resurrection of our Lord. Truly He is ''· .• our Savior Jesus
Christ, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel" (II Timothy 1:10).

£

No ... for they did not appreciate Jesus'
tulf'~ut i! t~is surprising?
N i men o their. Old Testament prophecies. They did not have the
ew Testament scriptures. But, friends, we need not fall into the same
error-for,
by the reading and study of the New Testament we can
know and accept the real mission of Jesus Christ on earth' name! .
~o st6:k ~nd save the lost, including His sacrificial death on 'the cro~;
or e. s ns of the world. He knew that the cross was ever before Him
and this He !old His disciples. But He also taught that His kingdo~
was not of this world ... not a kingdom with headquarters at Jerusalem
·
'
nor any other important city on the earth.
t

;;he great Bible truth stands out-Jesus
has been raised from the
om · Mark writes: "Now when he was risen on the first day of the
week, he appeare~ first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast
out. seven demons (Mark 16:9). Now the empty tomb had been ex
plamed for her. Jesus Christ had become "the first fruits of them that
aslieep" and "the firstborn of all creation" (See I Corinthians 15 and
acre
o1oss ans 1).
·
·
. Yes, kind friends, that cardinal, divine fact which is one of the
chief pillars of Christianity had become an established reality
J
~hri~t had been bodily raised out of the romb by supernaturai po~~~s
an s hand, human power and ingenuity had not contrived to accom:
Plish this. As the apostle Paul later writes in Romans 6. 4 " . Ch i t
was raised from the dead through the glocy of the Fath~r.'; · ·
r 8
The heart of every true Christian still thrills to the thoughts of
that glorious resurrection morn. We often reflect this . thrilling faith
in song.
Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty triumph o'e; His foes.
He arose a victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah, Christ aros~.
f t~ndeed, by the very power of divinity Jesus came triumphant out
over
o
e tomb. Thereby He demonstrated His power and victo
death, over Sheol, and over the powers of Satan, who had co:rolled
the realm of ~eath ever since the days of Adam's fall. Christ burst th
bars of death s dark prison. He came forth, by the power of God
fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies. David had sung· "For
thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol; Neither wilt thou suffer th~ holy
one to see corruption" (Psalms 16:10). The Messianic prophet Isaiah
had pred!cted: "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he h~th put
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin he shall
s:e llhis seed, he shall · prolong his days, and the pleasure or' Jehovah
s a prosper in his hand" (Isaiah 53:10, 11). These were consummated
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How had that little band of Jesus' disciples reacted to the idea of
His being raised from the dead? They were all, at first, stunned • . •
shocked and surprised almost beyond speech. What can this mean?
Think of it, friends, in the light of their later lives and testimony.
This constitutes one of the strongest possible proofs of the reality, the
historicity of the bodily resurrection.
Notice this: During those forty
days, following His resurrection, Jesus appeared not less that ten or
eleven times to His disciples. He thus confirmed His word and His
divine power to those chosen witnesses who were to bear the gospel of
a resurrected Lord and Savior to all men! And remember this, friends:
After those forty days, there was not the slightest doubt in any of His
It was proclaimed
faithful followers regarding His bodily resurrection.
from the day of Pentecost (Act 2) onward. Indeed, it was the burden
of their preaching. They dedicated their lives unreservedly to the service of the risen Lord. Tp.ey suffered martyrdom rather than give the
lie to what they had seen and heard. Why this radieal change? It ls
proof conclusive of Jesus' bodily resurrection.
Not one of them ever
again uttered such a cry as Mary Magdalene had: "They have taken
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him." Why not?
This is the reason: Because they knew that He had arisen from the
tomb, by divine power, and that He was now "both Lord and Christ!"
Friends of the radio audience, there are four remarkable facts in
the Bible account of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. These
facts have never been explained by those skeptics or agnostics who reject His bodily resurrection from the grave. Here they are: (1) The
sealed and guarded tomb was empty. (2) The dead body of Jesus was
never found ... and no trace of it. (3) The disciples of Jesus were genuinely shocked and filled with regret, when first the news of His disappearance out of the tomb reached them. (4) But they changed, radically so, within the next few weeks, till they all accepted without question this divine, bodily resurrection. And not only did they change in their
thinking, but they gave their lives for His cause ... many of them even
suffering willingly the death of martyrs for their belief in Him as their
risen Lord. He was and is the "Living One" who was dead, but is now
alive forevermore. Such was their undying faith from henceforth. And
no one can honestly deny the zeal of the apostles and early disciples of
Jesus Christ in spreading the saving message of His love to every
creature.
Their message swept the earth, it changed history, it influenced the overturning of existing systems, and waged mighty warfare against the powers of Satan in the world. So successful and zealous were Christ's faithful witnesses that the apostle Paul could write
to the church in Colosse, in Asia Minor, in about the year 62 (onljy
thirty years after the church of our Lord was established), that the
gospel "was preached in all creation under heaven" (Colossians 1:23).
And we still have that gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believes (Romans 1:16). We, today, have the
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exalted ·privilege of. preaching it in its .purity and simplicity to . a lost
and d)'.ing .world . However, that gospel . must not be adulterated,
by
the opinions and skeptical conclusions of a modernistic race. It still
stands or falls with its three basic tenets ... namely, the Death, the
Burial, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. This the , apostle Paul
clearly shows, in his letter to the Corinthians: "For I delivered unto
you first of all that which also I received that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried; and that He hath
been raised on the third day according to the Scriptures" (I Corinthians
15:3, 4).
In view of these grand principl es of Christ's gospel and of our
lmpli.cit faith in them as true and divinely inspired ... ;e are firmly
convinced that Mary Magdalene was announcing the greatest and most
encouraging news that had ever been proclaimed on earth.
This fs
true , even though she evidently thought that His body h.ad been stolen
out of the to .mb. She was mistaken in her fearful surmises as to
what had happened to the Lord's body ... though she unwittingly gave
supporting evidence to the reality of His bodily resurrection.
And then,
later, when she saw her resurrected Lord, she was completely overcome
with the stunning reality of the glorious fact . . . as were His other
disciples. . Thereafter, however, their faith in Him and in His bodily
resurrection never faltered.
Just how strong and enduring is our faith in Christ? How genuine
and well-founded is our acceptance of His bodily resurrection from the
tomb? Jesus once said ,to the apostle Thomas: "Because thou hast
seen me, thou hast believed : blessed are they that have not seen and
yet have believed" (John 20:29). Friends, if you had lived in that time,
almost 2000 years ago, and had known Jesus as the great beloved
Teacher in Palestine .. . what would have been your repo;t, if you
could have gone, early on that memorable morning, to the tomb? I dare
say that most of us would have expressed that same surprise and probably would have given the same human conclusion at not finding the
b~dy of Jesus in the tomb where it had been laid. The question: Was
His body there? No! Who had r emoved it? We know not! Only the
Hear the apostle
Bible gives a satisfactory and re as onable answer.
Peter when, on the day of Pentecost, he proclaimed that Jesus is the
Chri st "whom God rai sed up, havin g loosed the pangs of death: becaus e it was not possible that He should be holden of it."
To this
si~ple testimony agrees the witn ess of · all the early disciples and
writers .
Could we , then, in our day . . . in this 20th century . . . announce
as did Mary , "They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where
th ey have laid Him?" We could . .. but it would not produce the same
shock an~ surprise among His disciples of our time, as it did on that
resurre ction morning. And why not? Because we have long since accepted the facts of the gospel of Christ ... .that He died for our sins,
that He was buried, and that He wa s raised on the third day according
'
to the scriptures.
But not everyone has believed this New .Testament

report.
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they ,cannot harm Him physically, though they cannot dethrone Him
from His prsent spiritual powers, though they cannot honestly and
fairly disprove His claims to a supernatural
bodily resurrection
. . .
they will deliiy these scriptural facts in their teaching and so have
"taken away my Lord."
(1) They have taken away my Lord . . . by denying his divine
sonship. Yes, there are those in our so-called advanced age ...
our
era of science and skepticism . . . who say that Jesus was a great and
powerful teacher, even the greatest that the world · has ever known,
but who deny that He was "God's only begotten Son," and that He ever
was equal with God in deity. For those who would thus take away
my Lord, .I only ask , a sincere consideration of these passages in the
Bible. (a) Genesis 1: 26. God said, "Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness ." Who was with God in the beginning?
(b) Let the
apostle John answer: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning
with God. All things were made through him; and without him was not
anything made that hath been made" (John 1:1 -3). A.,gain, in verse 14,
he says: "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of
grace and truth." c) Then hear Paul, in Philippians 2:5-7: "Have this
mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who, existing in the form
of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made
in the likeness of men." Friends, t hese and many other like scriptures
declare the divinity, yea the deity , of Jesus Christ So let no man, in
high place or low, not yet any th eory of men, religious or otherwise,
take away the Lord, the Son of God, from your thoughts . Why? Because
only skepticism, agnosticism, and godle ss materialism can be put in the
place of the simple, humble faith in Jesus Christ as God's beloved Son.

(2) They have taken away my Lord . . . by rejecting His virgin
birth and His miracle-working power . This rejection comes as a natural
consequence of humanistic and liberalistic views which deny the deity
of Christ. So, in the final analysis , we must first decide the answer
to the question: Who is Jesus Christ ? Only then can we rightly judge
as to His power to perform wonders . He was not only one of the
mightiest prophets and teachers of all time , even the greatest thereof
... but He was God's only begotten Son. This He is proved to be ...
by His mighty words and works while on earth, and also by His unparalleled influence on the world and its generations since His death.
Hear the apostle John, as he says: "Many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of His disciples whi ch are not written in this book, but
these are written that ye might believe that Jesus in the Christ, the
Son of God; and · that, believing, ye might have life in His name."
Then do not
Would you do Jesus Christ and His influence justice'?
allow "them" to "take away the Lord "-by their rejections and denials
of His supernatural,
miracle-working
powers.
(3) They have taken away my Lord . .. by denying the necessity
of His crucifixion and spurning the efficacy of His blood. This is
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another doctrine of unbelief, hatched out from the eggs of higher Biblical criticism . . . and it goes hand in hand with the denial of His
deity. To say that it was unnecessary
for "the Lamb of God"
to be sacrificed for the sins of the world is equivalent not only
to denying the very purpose of Jesus, who came "to seek and
save the lost," but also to the denying of the very Bible teach·
ing on sin. Sin, which is defined as the transgression
of God's
law, is the only thing (power or influence)
in the world that
will keep us from the perfect presence
of our God and Creator . And the blood of Jesu 's Christ, our sacrificial Lamb, is the
only thing that will free us from the stain and guilt of sin. Listen to
Hebrews 9:26: "but now once at the end of the ages hath he been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." Again: "By
which will (that is, the new covenant which was sealed by the blood
of Christ) we have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all" (verse 10). So without the blood of Jesus
Christ there is no hope for our forgiveness from sins today! Friends,
let no one take away the Lord from you, by trying to keep you
from submitting to His will, to be forgiven of your sins through His
blood. And how do we reach His blood? We reach it, not literally and
physically . ' . . but through reaching His death. The faithful believer,
who has repented of his sins, reaches the death of Christ by being "bap.
tized into His death." (Read again Romans 6:1-11.)
(4) They have also taken away my Lord . . . by rejecting or minimizing His present authority and power. The Lord declared, after
His resurrection, "All authority hath been given unto me in heaven
and on earth" (Matthew 28: 18). What, then, does that mean? That He
is our final authority. He is Lord and Master of all who would be
pleasing to God. Churches of Christ accept no other authorities in
religion - as, for instance: the decrees of councils or synods, the word
of a hierarchical head on earth, or the authority of religious traditions
and human dogmas. Friends, let us look to Jesus Christ, and to Him:
alone, as "the head over all things to the church, which is His body,
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." And let His holy word of
authority, as revealed in the New Testament, be our guide. This is
sufficient for "all things that pertain to life and godliness." For through
its commands we repent of our sins, by our obedience in being buried
in baptism we are added to Christ and become members of His church,
where we can enjoy the promises of His holy word.
Yes, friends, many have taken away the Lord. Have you?
May these simple, Bible thoughts encourage you, one and all, to
a greater faith in and an appreciation for the Lord Jesus Christ. I
want to thank you for your patient listening. And I pray God's rich
blessings upon you, to the end that you not only will never allow your
Lord to be taken away from you, but also that you may be saved in
Christ Jesus through "the obedience of faith." I thank you.
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